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April  2021 
Kittitas Valley Fire Rescue 
Serving Ellensburg and the Kittitas Valley 

The Bugle Report 

Observations 
By Chief Sinclair 

 

This past month, I had the honor of watching our crews respond to a couple of structure fires 

and some medical aid calls.  I could not be prouder of our firefighters.  They act with precision, 

harmony and professionalism.  On the scene they act as one team, no matter their role within the organization and 

whether they are volunteer or career.   

The other night we had a fire in Kittitas.  Steve Oversby was the Acting Lt. on E-211 and had a great crew with him.  Chris 

Lawson and Kris Vanicek took the hose line in from the A side, and I watched Kyle Anderson work as the pump operator.  

The hose team quickly blacked out the fire.  Because the manufactured home had “flashed” there were pockets of heat 

throughout that had to be chased down.  With minimal chatting on the radio, the crew went about their tasks flawlessly 

and with vigor.   

I want to highlight the job that Kyle Anderson did as the pump operator.  Kyle set up the pump, threw on an air-pack, 

and then assisted with the hose-line deployment.  He then went around the engine, pulling tools that would be needed 

and placing them to be easily grabbed by the entry teams.  When E-291 arrived, he made sure the water supply was 

attached and went back to his other tasks.  He grabbed a garbage bag and tied it to the handle near the tailboard to col-

lect the empty water bottles.  He picked a spot to lay out tools, equipment, and SCBA’s making sure the area around the 

engine was orderly.  I know some of you are reading this, saying yes, that is what we do.  We bring order to chaos.  You 

do.  I just want to recognize that you do it consistently well.   

While not at the Clymer Fire, I know the crews did an exceptional job at that fire.  Granted the early detection of the fire 

was a help, but the crews got to the fire with their quick action and kept us from having another Olympia Block Fire.  This 

week I had the opportunity to have lunch with Jim Pappas, and he sang your praises.  Jim is a retired professor and coach 

and a leader within the Ellensburg community.  He talked about how efficient and professional the crews were.  He 

talked about how well they managed the fire and kept property damage to a minimum.  He also said he is getting a Knox 

Box for the back door.   

Last month, I had a meeting with Troy Jackson, Fire Chief, Fire District 6.  During the meeting he was talking about telling 

his people to listen to KVFR for the right way to sound on the radio.  How to give short reports, how to establish com-

mand and how to run fires.  That is a huge compliment to you.  I listen to you on the radio, even when I am not a duty 

chief.  I can tell by the sound of your voice if you are feeling confident and assured, or those rare times you are nervous. 

You are doing an amazing job in getting the information out there with minimal dialogue.  You sound professional.  This 

goes for our volunteers as well as our career crews.  I want to thank you for exceptional performance.   

I see that same level of performance on EMS calls.  I watch with pride as you go about your tasks and preform brilliantly.  

Our paramedics are among the best I have ever worked with.  Most notable, you care about your patients.   You are 

kind, I watch you talk to little old ladies and you treat them like they are family.   

We have many challenges facing the District in the coming months and years.  We also have a lot of good people to meet 

those challenges.  You know the right thing to do and you know the community.  Every day you are making wise deci-

sions and following the leadership of your officers.  Your officers are also doing an excellent job.   
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The other day I watched as Drew Perry, stepped into his role as Acting Captain for the first time.  He looked like he 

was metaphorically drinking from a fire hose.  However, he was laughing and had a smile on his face and was up 

to the challenge.  He was saying, I am ready to lead.   

Captain Isotalo was injured on a fire recently and will be out for some time.  Brad Wallace has been temporarily 

promoted to Captain and Drew Perry to Lieutenant.  It is unknown how long this will last, but we have good peo-

ple in important positions, and we will do fine.   

Today I read the investigation report on the Clymer Fire.  I want to give a shout out to Captain Joe Delvo for the 

amazing job he is doing in Prevention.  He has made the transformation from Training over to Prevention and is 

doing an awesome job.  It is a big job and very complex, dealing with the development community, the City of El-

lensburg and our business community.  It is more than one person can do and keep up.  Chief Elliott, the Board 

and I are working on some options to get Joe more help.   

As you can see from driving around there are homes and developments being done throughout the District.  Any 

of that development inside the City of Ellensburg falls into Capt. Delvo’s lap along with the commercial fire inspec-

tions and fire investigations.  This week he had two significant fire investigations and those take a lot of time to do 

them right.  Captain Delvo, does things right, it is the way he is works.  He is thorough and takes the time to get it 

right the first time.  I want to thank Capt. Delvo for his professionalism and dedication.   

Our Training Division with Capt. Klopfer, Lt. Mohan and Sydney McBride is also doing an awesome job.  During 

these hectic times of Covid-19 they are adapting and overcoming.  They are focused on improving our District in 

general and our firefighters specifically.  Zoom, Teams, and other online training classes, conducting a recruit 

class, and watching over our probationary, 3rd, and 2nd class firefighter requirements, keep them busy.  However, 

when needed, they jump into operational roles as the needs of the District dictate.   

I would be remiss if I didn’t also recognize the work of our other staff members.  Mike Gray is doing an exception-

al job in keeping the fleet running, Matt Burvee is truly made himself invaluable to the organization, and our ad-

ministrative professionals Manda and Shannon are keeping us moving forward.   

From my perch in the organization, I get to observe a lot of work behavior.  I know people have Covid Fatigue and 

are tired of wearing masks.  But for the most part, we are doing what we should be doing.  As an employer we 

have rules from Labor and Industries to follow, which means we must enforce mask use.  I do believe there is light 

coming from the dark tunnel, and we will be seeing a relaxation of the rules in the next couple of months.  How-

ever, masks on EMS calls, might become our new normal, just like gloves and eyewear protection.   

I hope each of you has an excellent Easter Weekend and the bunny brings you 

something fun.  On this Good Friday, I wish you an awesome day and hope you 

and your family have some quality time together.   

Be safe,  

John 
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DEPUTY CHIEF’S MESSAGE 

By Deputy Chief Elliott 

OPERATIONS 

 Early wildland season is here. Until further notice, carry your wildland 
PPE with you if you want to respond to and participate in suppression activities. Red cards need to be renewed 
and we will be conducting Pack Tests this year – you have to have a current red card to participate in wildland 
suppression activities – no exceptions.  

 We have had some turnover in resident program which has left some holes in coverage at St 29 – if you are 
interested in assisting, please contact Lt. Mohan. 

 

EMS 
COVID update:  

 Washington State will open all of Tier 1B by 4/1 and all Washington State residents over 16 will be able to vac-
cinate by 5/1 if they choose.  

 Kittitas County, along with all counties, moved to Phase 3 which effectively opens all types of business and in-
creased restaurants to 50% capacity. Our cases are actually climbing right now but largely in younger people 
who have minimal personal risk. 

 Our masking requirements are 100% in place as are our distancing and check in protocols. We are hoping for 
some relief from L&I based on CDC recommendations but nothing so far. We are obligated to follow L&I regu-
lations. Also, I would like to appeal to each of you in terms of the example we set. People know us and, to 
some extent follow our lead. Masking is largely about protecting others, not ourselves. We are close to closing 
this out and I am ready for that to happen.  I have been tired of COVID for quite some time really appreciate all 
of your assistance. 

 Kittitas County will get Johnson and Johnson vaccine in the next two weeks and open weekend clinics for ad-
ministration – signup is the same process.   

 EMS standby for community events is largely accomplished using lower cost personnel – reserves, residents 
and volunteers. Please contact DC Elliott if this is something you would be interested in assisting with.  

Training / Prevention: 
 Survey and Ratings is here. They will be re-evaluating the cities and the district. This directly affects insurance 

rates for our community residents and businesses. 

 Training is busy finishing recruit school and getting us through 

wildland preparations.  

 

Reviewed Responses Through  

February 2021 

KVFR February YTD 

Fire 6 12 

EMS 287 592 

False Alarm 20 34 

Good Intent 23 40 

Hazard – no fire 6 14 

Service 7 11 

Other 1 1 

TOTALS  350 704 

NEXT COMMISSIONER MEETING  

Thursday,  April  8, 2021 

1000 Hours  

400 E Mountain View 
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TRAINING AND SAFETY NOTES: 

April 2021 

 

April is here and we have already begun wildland training. With the Red Card refresher completed last month we 
will be doing the Pack test this month. If you missed the refresher we will be offering a makeup session via Target 
solutions soon. Just as a reminder in order to respond on wildland fires a red card is required. We do offer two 
options for Red carded personnel. 

Option #1: 

In district responses only: Current Red Card and having completed a “Walk test”. The “Walk Test” consists 
of completing a one (1) mile walk over level terrain in 16 minutes or less with no load. 

Option #2: 

State Mob, Mutual Aid, County wide responses: Current Red Card and having completed an “Arduous Pack test”. 
The “Arduous Pack test” consists of completing a three (3) mile walk over level terrain in 45 minutes or less while 
carrying a 45 pound (LB) pack. 

Above are the only two options available to respond to wildland incidents as a KVFR member. If you do not have a 
red card and you didn’t perform the walk test or the arduous pack test you cannot respond to a wildland incident 
or perform in any fire suppression activities. Please review and decide which option you would like prior to first 
drill this month so you know which test you will be performing. 

Quick review of terminology 

State Mob: This page or I spy message will require a minimum 72 hour commitment and currently will be a re-
peat of last year, meaning no crew swaps or change outs of a single crew member without the entire crew being 
sent home. If this changes we will notify everyone. 

Mutual Aid: Fires will be a 24 hour commitment, this term will replace all other previous terms (hasty mob, initial 
attack, immediate need, ETC) because they all mean the same thing Mutual Aid.  

Out of state fires: Currently the contracts only reimburse individuals to what their department status is at time of 
hire. These are not like State Mobs where WSP hires you to work for them as a temporary employee.  

Tender Operators: For wildland incidents you need to be Red carded and either perform the walk test or arduous 
pack test. Walk test is in district only and Arduous covers everything else. 

To respond on the above incidents a Red card and Arduous pack test are required. 

 

April Drill:         PACK TEST or WALK TEST 

Drill nights                      First drill 

Fairview    April 5th     1800-2000  Kittitas High school track 

Westside             April 6th     1800-2000  Kittitas High School track 

Badger Pocket    April 12th   1800-2000  Kittitas High school track  

Broadview           April 13th   1800-2000  Kittitas High school track  

Second Drill Rig checks, prime pumps in the Brush trucks, Hose deployments, wildland gear inspections and or 
station officer’s choice. 

 


